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Dear INEE Members,

Please find below the first INEE bulletin for the month of December that contains information and resources of interest and relevance to those working in the field of education in emergencies, chronic crises and early reconstruction. This information will also be posted on the INEE website for easy access (when possible). We would also like to encourage you to share any helpful resources and information that you encounter with the INEE Secretariat for inclusion in future updates for members and on the website. Please forward your suggestions with necessary attachments and web links to <coordinator@ineesite.org.

We hope that you will find this bulletin interesting and helpful. 

Sincerely,

INEE Secretariat
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EFA News and Global Monitoring Report: Three Major Annual “Education for All” Events Held
Marking World AIDS Day: Tools and Resources from the Forthcoming INEE Minimum Standards Toolkit
Call for Contributions: Good Practices and Lessons Learned on Poverty Alleviation and Disaster Risk Reduction (Deadline: 14 December 2007) 
Resource List: Resources related to Children and Youth in Disasters (Colorado State University)
Website: Platform to Share Experience and Knowledge-Base Development for School Feeding
News: New Post to Combat Violence Against Children (UN)
Call for Proposals: The Association for Conflict Resolution (ACR) – March 9-11, 2008
Call for Contributions: Principles to Guide a Series of Books on Peace Education
Networking Site: Peace and Collaborative Development Networking Initiative




EFA News and Global Monitoring Report: Three Major Annual “Education for All” Events Held (UNESCO)

The year 2007 heralds a new sequencing of three major annual EFA events in order to improve synergy between them.

· Eighth Meeting of the Working Group on Education for All
The financing of education, along with equity and quality, were on the agenda of the Education for All (EFA) Working Group which met from 14-16 November in UNESCO Headquarters.
For more information, please visit:
<http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=54734&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
· Launch of Global Monitoring Report, “Education for All by 2015: Will We Make It?
“Education for All by 2015: Will we make it?” asks the title of the 2008 edition of the Education for All Global Monitoring Report, launched on 29 November at the United Nations in New York. Published by UNESCO and Oxford University Press, the sixth edition of the annual Report is a mid-term review of progress towards the six EFA goals established in 2000.
For more information, and to consult the full report, summary report, regional overviews, the statistical search tool, background papers and video interviews, please visit:
<http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49591&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
· Seventh Meeting of the High Level Group on Education for All
The Seventh Annual Meeting of the High Level Group on Education for All will take place in Dakar, Senegal from December 11-13. Two Heads of State, Ministers of Education from 15 countries, representatives of the main donor countries, multilateral organizations, representatives of civil society and the private sector will meet to examine the different means of accelerating progress towards the six goals of Education for All (EFA) set by 164 countries in Dakar in 2000. This meeting takes place at the half way point to the internationally agreed upon EFA target of 2015.
For more information, please visit:
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=41405&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html




Marking World AIDS Day: Tools and Resources from the Forthcoming INEE Minimum Standards Toolkit

To mark World AIDS Day 2007 INEE is sharing this excerpt from the forthcoming INEE Minimum Standards Toolkit, which will be launched early next year. The INEE Minimum Standards represent a global framework for coordinated action to enhance the quality of educational preparedness and response, increase access to relevant learning opportunities, and ensure humanitarian accountability in providing these services. These tools on the cross-cutting issue of HIV/AIDS are a selection from the INEE Minimum Standards toolkit, which has been developed in response to a growing need for clear, practical tools to guide humanitarian aid workers, government officials and educationalists in implementing the INEE Minimum Standards. These tools are selected to help users of the INEE Minimum Standards adapt indicators to their local setting and contextualise the guidance notes, good practices and lessons learned that are codified within the handbook. Click <here for this document.




Call for Contributions: Good Practices and Lessons Learned on Poverty Alleviation and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) (Deadline: 14 December 2007)

At the first session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (GP/DRR), the “Global Network of NGOs for DRR” launched its first publication on Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction. The publication, entitled: “Building Disaster Resilient Communities: Good Practices and Lessons Learned” was intended to make the case for increased community-oriented DRR action, and to stimulate more interest in the subject from donors, policy makers, and other stakeholders. Following up on this joint effort, the 2008 publication of the Global Network will explore the linkages between poverty reduction and disaster risk reduction. In particular, the publication will highlight projects and initiatives implemented by NGOs that will demonstrate how DRR can be integrated into poverty reduction initiatives, and how it can contribute to reducing the vulnerability of the poor and safeguarding development gains. UN/ISDR is calling for contributions for this publication. INEE members are encouraged to contribute with projects and initiatives demonstrating how DRR within both formal and non-formal learning environments can be integrated into poverty reduction initiatives, and how it can contribute to reducing the vulnerability of the poor and to safeguarding development gains

Disaster risk and poverty reduction have also been chosen as the theme of the 2009 Global Assessment Report on DRR (GAR) that will be produced by the ISDR system for the second session of the GP/DRR. In view of the above, some of the case studies submitted by NGOs through this call will also feed into the 2009 GAR, and will contribute to the analysis of the disaster risk/poverty interface carried out in the Report.

For more information on the publication and on how to submit a case study to the UN/ISDR secretariat, please contact Michele Cocchiglia at <cocchiglia@un.org or visit <http://www.unisdr.org/ngos

All case studies should be sent by e-mail to Michele Cocchiglia (cocchiglia@un.org) by Friday 14 December 2007.




Resource List: Resources related to Children and Youth in Disasters (Colorado State University)

Lori Peek, Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at Colorado State University has been working with two undergraduate students to compile a resource list of materials related to children and youth in disasters (this list includes agencies and organizations that work with children and youth in disasters; educational materials; books published for children; books and reports on children’s experiences, and a list of electronic mailing lists). Please note that this is a draft version. The final version of the resource list is going to be published in the spring of 2008 as part of a special issue on children and disasters in the journal Children, Youth, and Environments. 

To access the draft of the resource list, please visit: <http://lamar.colostate.edu/~loripeek/ResourceList.pdf.

If you notice that there are programs, resources, or publications missing from this list that should be included, or have any additional suggestions, please contact Lori Peek: <lori.peek@colostate.edu
<http://lamar.colostate.edu/~loripeek/



Website: Platform to Share Experience and Knowledge-Base Development for School Feeding

A website meant to facilitate experience sharing and knowledge-base development for school feeding has been launched by the School Feeding Unit Chief of the World Food Programme (WFP) at the recent WFP-NGO yearly consultation. This site aims to become the main repository of all the School Feeding activities implemented worldwide by the many partners involved, in order to better identify and address global school feeding needs, and advocate for resources.

To access the website, please visit: <http://ffe.schoolsandhealth.org



News: New Post to Combat Violence Against Children (UN)

On 27 November 2007, the UN General Assembly decided to establish a Special Representative to the Secretary-General on violence against children. The decision to create the new position was made under the General Assembly’s annual resolution on the Rights of the Child, adopted in the Third Committee (by a vote of 176 to 1). The only country voting against was the United States. The appointment follows the release last year of the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children. This study exposed the shocking scope of violence against children worldwide and its devastating effects on children, their families, their communities and broader society. More than 1,000 NGOs from 134 countries around the world signed a petition launched by the NGO Advisory Council calling for the appointment of the Special Representative. The mandate for the new Special Representative includes enhancing the visibility of all forms of violence against children, advocating for the elimination of this violence, and supporting the implementation of the Violence Study’s recommendations, which include actions to combat attacks against schools. Other aspects of the mandate include identifying and sharing good practices and enhancing coordination and communication among key actors (including the UN system, member states, NGOs, children and youth).

The NGO Advisory Council welcomed the resolution’s call to change attitudes that condone or formalise violence, including violent forms of child discipline. However, the NGO Advisory Council expressed deep regret that the General Assembly’s annual resolution had once again failed to explicitly identify corporal punishment among the many forms of violence that states are urged to prohibit and eliminate. This is a key recommendation made both by UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children and the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

For more information, please contact:
In New York, Cristina Barbaglia: +1 212 945-8023 (mobile)
In Geneva, Roberta Cecchetti: +41 22 919 2000
In London, Peter Newell: +44 20 8889 9034

Or visit: <http://crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=15677



Call for Proposals: The Association for Conflict Resolution (ACR) – March 9-11, 2008

George Mason University Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (ICAR), and Fairfax County Public Schools present Sustaining Conflict Resolution Education: Building Bridges to the Future. This conference is designed for educators and conflict resolution education (CRE) professionals. Although the program will highlight the active CRE and Peer Mediation Community on the East Coast, all CRE professionals are invited to attend. Proposals for workshops are welcome from teachers, school counsellors, higher education professionals, CRE trainers, members of the Association for Conflict Resolution (ACR) and the ACR Education Section.

For more information about the conference and topics of interest, please visit: <http://www.mediate.com/acreducation/pg12.cfm

For more information, contact Anne Smiley at <smiley_aw@yahoo.com



Call for Contributions: Principles to Guide a Series of Books on Peace Education

Information Age Publishing is to publish Principles to Guide a Series of Books on Peace Education, edited By Jing Lin (Professor, University of Maryland), Edward J. Brantmeier (Assistant Professor, Colorado State University), Ian Harris (Professor Emeritus, University of Milwaukie). The editors of this series welcome manuscripts that address how peace education provides information about the roots of conflicts and strategies for peace. Peace education is an important part of peace-building, which helps avoid major conflicts by building a culture of peace through generating peaceful attitudes, dispositions, values, behaviours, action-orientations, and social structures. Books in this series will address how education can contribute to building a culture of peace by teaching: tolerance; diversity affirmation; common understanding; intercultural empathy; reconciliation; renewal; compassion; conflict management skills; and a variety of non-violent, peace-building skills. The editors welcome studies from a wide variety of disciplines: curriculum theory, educational psychology, history, philosophy, anthropology, and sociology of education, teacher education, comparative and international education, critical theory, cultural studies, language education, feminist studies, religious studies, and environmental education.

If you are interested in sending in a manuscript, or would like more information, please contact Jing Lin at <jinglin@umd.edu 



Networking Site: Peace and Collaborative Development Networking Initiative

The Peace and Collaborative Development Network is a new online initiative to bring together professionals, academics and students involved in Conflict Resolution, Human Rights, International Development, Democratization, Social Entrepreneurship and related fields. The network fosters interaction between individuals and organizations around the world and currently has over 1000 members. The site is a useful networking tool where you can find local and international partners and practitioners, share resources, and exchange best practices. Discussion topics and personal blogs can also be posted. The site also has a video section where members can access and view videos related to the field.

To sign up, please visit: <http://internationalpeaceandconflict.org
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