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Andrea B. Rugh 

Has been a technical advisor 

for USAID development 

projects in the Middle East, 

South Asia, and Africa since 

1978. She was a research 

associate for the Harvard 

Institute of International 

Development from 1987 to 

1994 and later worked for 

Save the Children and 

UNICEF in Pakistan and 

Afghanistan from 1998 to 

2002. Over a period of 40 

years' residence and work in 

the Arab world, she 

researched and wrote several 

books on Middle Eastern 

culture and society. 
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in Egypt, Pakistan, and Afghanistanin Egypt, Pakistan, and Afghanistanin Egypt, Pakistan, and Afghanistanin Egypt, Pakistan, and Afghanistan    

Existing books and articles tend to emphasize 
theory and statistical analyses and not the time 
when problems are confronted in the field and 
a practitioner has to solve them.  This book 
aims to fill a gap in the assistance literature. 
The audience is scholars, students, career 
professionals and others interested in the 
practice of education assistance. It simulates 
the experiences of a consultant-expert by 
reviewing education issues in developing 
countries and giving brief vignettes of the way 
these issues have been addressed in various 
countries. Finally, it describes three in-depth 
cases that show the studies, planning, and 
implementation that go into actual projects. 
These cases—in Egypt, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan—are here written up for the first 
time, in a clear, easy-to-read style appropriate 
for students and development professionals in 
training. 

Praise 
 
"This book does exactly what it promises to do: bring to life the practice 
of development. Scrupulously neutral, in writing devoid of ideological a 
priori assertions and theoretical hang-ups, Andrea Rugh carefully 
analyzes three major aid programs in which she herself was involved in 
the last three decades and lets the facts speak for themselves. In so 
doing, she manages to convey both development aid’s promises and its 
shortcomings, its creativity and blinders, its failures and successes."- 
Peter Uvin, Henry J. Leir Professor of International 
Humanitarian Studies, The Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, Tufts University 
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