Talking Points Group I:
Teaching and Learning: Urgent Challenges 

· In emergency situations, quality education provides physical, psychosocial and cognitive protection, which can sustain lives and even save them. Yet, for millions of children affected by disaster and crisis, the right to education remains an unfulfilled promise:

· Worldwide, approximately 75 million children are out of school; more than half of them are living in conflict-affected states. Millions more are living in situations affected by natural disasters.

· In conflict zones, 20 million girls are out of school, and girls account for only 30% of the refugees enrolled in secondary school.

· In the coming decade, the world faces a shortfall of 18 million primary school teachers in the coming decade and the areas that most need education personnel are countries affected by emergencies and disasters

· All people have a right to education, and those affected by emergencies and adversity are no exception, even during conflict and natural disasters. 

· Since the Dakar World Education Forum in 2000, there has been increased attention to the educational needs of populations affected by conflict and disaster. However, while progress has been made in recent years to ensure that all children and youth affected by crisis have access to educational opportunities, the content of what is taught, the teaching methodologies and the evaluation of learning outcomes is often not adequately addressed. Quality and relevant education in times of crisis can be life saving and life sustaining, providing protection, psychosocial support, and a basis for social and economic development and peacebuilding. 

· In times of crisis the initial response may be to ensure children, youth and their families have access to basic services, including both formal and non-formal opportunities.  Housing learners in a program is of little use, and may have serious longer term ramifications, if the program lacks substance, relevancy, and/or quality teaching. 
What further challenges did your group identify?

Talking Points Group II:

Why do we need a focus on Teaching and Learning?
· It is critical to focus on quality as well as access during times of crisis and early reconstruction: Short-term interventions must be planned in such a way as to continue working towards EFA goals.  

· Providing programs that address learning needs of individuals during crisis and early recovery plays a significant role in full recovery and longer-term development.  

· Communities and systems under stress require additional support to ensure immediate emotional and cognitive needs are addressed as well as providing opportunities to develop necessary life skills.

· Quality education contributes directly to the social, economic and political stability of societies, helping to reduce the risk of violent conflict by enhancing social cohesion and supporting conflict resolution and peace building. 
· During emergencies, it is imperative that education in emergencies be appropriate and relevant. Children need basic literacy and numeracy skills, but also curricula that are relevant to their needs and that encourages critical thinking.  They particularly need competent, well-trained and supported teachers. 
Further points identified by your group:

Talking Points Group III:
The Need for Teaching and Learning Guidance Notes

· Focus on supporting education in emergencies is growing.  Dialogue between stakeholders at all levels has increased significantly over the years in an attempt to ensure basic and appropriate services are provided for and with affected communities.  However, in many contexts, the primary focus in educational interventions has been on ensuring continued or increased access with the assumption that quality can be inserted/developed over time. 
· The development and dissemination of a tool compiling a series of recommendations and guiding readers to more technical and context-specific information is an important step in ensure the importance of creating sound, competency-based, and student-centered learning during every phase of an intervention.  
· The Guidance Notes provide a framework to engage a broad range of stakeholders in key discussions regarding the inclusion of vulnerable or marginalized groups/individuals, issues of culture and education, discourse on education in the role of conflict and recovery and the longer-term educational and development goals of affected communities.  
Additional comments and points identified by the group:
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