EXAMPLE SCENARIOS:
The following examples may be helpful in facilitating the group exercise for the 120 minute module on the Guidance Notes for Teaching and Learning.  Participants using these examples may be interested to read the case studies found on the INEE website related to Teaching and Learning.

Eastern Chad
Since the beginning of the crisis in Darfur in 2003, more than 270,000 Sudanese refugees arrived in Eastern Chad, fleeing insecurity and armed attacks by government forces and militia. They are hosted in 12 large refugee camps spread over the east. Due to the hostile and arid environment of the region, scarcity of natural resources, lack of economic opportunities, and the resulting very limited prospects for self-sufficiency and integration, the majority of the refugees remain dependent on humanitarian aid. 

Schools have been opened in the 12 refugee camps to enroll the children in primary education.  Few trained teachers have been identified and it is now time for school to begin.  Crucial decisions have to be made in regards to curricula and the professional development of teacher volunteers.

Sichuan Province, China

The Sichuan Earthquake occurred during school hours in May, 2008, and, as a result, students accounted for a significant percentage of the casualties. Overall, it is estimated that about 69,000 people were killed, more than 370,000 people were injured, and at least 4.8 million people were left homeless. The high casualty figures among students placed great pressure on educational officials to prevent a possible recurrence of the tragedy through better preparation for future earthquakes.   Earthquake activity has been recognized as the most damaging hazard in the areas surrounding the India-Eurasian continental collision zone.  Systemic substandard school design and construction exacerbate risks to school-aged children in many countries surrounding the Himalayas.

Your organization has been approached by the authorities to design a preparedness curriculum that focuses on the following:
 (1) to provide accurate information about earthquakes. This includes earthquake hazards as well as science and mitigation techniques to help school communities prepare for future earthquake events; 

(2) to engage school communities, particularly teachers and administrators, in the emergency response planning that occurs at the local and regional levels. 
Iraq
Following the invasion of Iraq and subsequent dismantling of the Ba’athist government in 2003, a number of stakeholders worked with the interim government to develop new curriculum, policies and complementary interventions to better ensure a positive shift in the education system. Although great strides have been made, opportunities have been lost with a great disconnect emerging between curriculum, assessment of learning outcomes, and teacher training.   


The new curriculum is based on ‘international baccalaureate standards’ and, in addition to other content, focuses on establishing a solid foundation in the English language for all learners in both the Arabic and Kurdish-language curriculum. Unfortunately, due to earlier gaps in English language training and an inability of the government or its partners to implement a national teacher training language course, the vast majority of teachers are inadequately prepared to lead English language courses, while teacher trainers and supervisors struggle to provide appropriate support, particularly in the more remote areas.  

